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1st phase of $30m plan starts 
By Marc Verzani 
~L Contributor 
Boston College Law School as it cur-
rently stands is doomed. The buildings 
will fall like dominos and in their place, 
with any luck and the utmost in attention 
by Architect Earl R. Flansburgh + Asso-
ciates, the new buildings should fit to-
gether just like Lincoln Logs. The project, 
which has years of wonderful remodeling 
history, has been upgraded to a full-blown 
$30 million dollar post go-go 80s building 
project. 
In the wake of all the politicking over 
Remodel v. New-Model (cites omitted), 
the go-ahead to build a new law school 
plant came alive earlier this year. The new 
construction is expected to take place in 
four phases, and the library will be Phase 
I. The ground breaking for the new library 
starts June 1994 and is scheduled for 
completion by January 1996. 
But the planning is not over. The 
library foot-print has been set. The build-
ing is to be located on the grassy knoll 
across from the campus shuttle bus near 
the main entrance. The library will face 
away from the bus stop and have en-
trances from several locations and from 
several floors. 
The foot-print may be set, but the 
layout of the interior areas may yet have _ 
slight changes. I have made arrangements 
This entrance will be gone in '96. 
to have the floor plans posted near the 
library entrance and would like student 
comments and suggestions as to layout. 
Before anyone gets upset, each floor will 
have a set of bathrooms, copy machines 
enclosed in rooms, drinking fountains, and 
if I get my wish, pay phones in appropriate 
areas. 
The Basic Design: The library has a 
block/cross design to allow ample natural 
light and maximum study space. The cen-
tral atrium space will have a free floating 
stairway leading to all floors, with a pos-
sible skylight on top to allow for natural 
light to filter to the basement. The archi-
teq;s are working to choose materials that 
will be suitable to limit the noise that thii 
design can generate. 
The library will be accessible fron 
several floors of the law school, and fron 
several sides. The walkways will linl 
both open-air and enclosed walkway: 
between the library and tl\e school. Thi 
actual foot print will be placed at a 4: 
degree angle to the now standing BaIT) 
Wing and Stuart Wing. 
The First Floor: The library is for-
mally entered from this floor. (I will ex-
plain the dual entrances on other floors) 
The library has taken a philosophy change 
right here- the entire staff for the libraf) 
has moved to the first floor. Concentrat 
ing public service in one area reflects , 
goal of enhancing assistance to libral") 
users. Directly across from the circula-
tion desk is the Rare Book room, and rari 
book stacks. 
There will also be a staff conference 
room and a computer classroom, located 
toward the bottom of the posted plan. To 
the other side of this room is the reference 
area. Bathroom' nd drinking fountains 
are found on hu h sides of the reference 
area. And beyond the rest rooms are twc 
of the four stair cases inside the library 
On the top of the · posted plan is • 
student lounge. Here newspaper racks 
phones (there will be a place for them or 
■ RENOVA TIO NS, Cont. on p. ! 
Poet/attorney Joseph visits BCLS 
By Dave Feldman 
Editor-in-Chief 
Some would argue that the words, 
"poetry" and "law" don't belong in the 
same dictionary, much less in the same 
speech. For Lawrence Joseph of St. Johns 
School of Law, however, poetry and law 
constantly overlap and intersect. On Mon-
day, November 15, Joseph visited BCLS. 
Joseph conducted an afternoon discussion 
in Room 103, followed by an evening 
poetry reading in Barat House. 
Joseph's career encompasses both the 
poetic and the lega!. A book of Joseph's 
poems, Before Our Eyes, has recently been 
published. In addition to writing poetry, 
Joseph also teaches creative writing. On the 
legal side, Joseph teaches torts and jurispru-
dence at St. Johns School of Law in New 
York. Prior to coming to St. Johns, Joseph 
clerked for the chief justice of the Michigan 
Supreme Court and worked as a litigation 
associate at the New York City law firm of 
Shearman & Sterli11:g. 
During the afternoon discussion, Jo-
seph explained the ways in which the 
language of poetry and the language of 
law intersect. Joseph asserted that under-
standing poetry can help us to see how the 
language of law is used. Just as pre-mod-
ernist poets adhered to literary forms which 
involved "dissolving of the selfinto form," 
Joseph said, so too have judges and legal 
theorists adhered to an artificial "form" of 
ostensible objectivity and verifiability. 
The author of Before Our Eyes. 
Joseph asserts that the legal profession 
is following poetry and art by allowing 
subjectivity to become increasingly sig-
nificant and increasingly open. 
"Art has turned more inward, allowing 
the author to explore and celebrate subjec-
tivity," Joseph said. "Would it bring law 
crashing down to destroy the myth of veri-
fiable objectivity?" 
According to Joseph, legal theorists 
have been wrestling with the issue of 
whetherornotto "letthe cat out of the bag" 
as to the fact that verifiable objectivity in 
the law is mythical. Joseph asserts that the 
cat is already out of the bag. As evidence, 
Joseph points to leading legal realists like 
Holmes and Llewellyn who began to speak 
of law in non-objective terms long ago. 
Joseph also points to the fact that recent 
opinions by the United States Supreme 
Court have used the first person wher 
explaining the reasoning behind an opin 
ion. 
Joseph did not take a stance on whethe1 
the trend toward subjectivity is beneficia-
or detrimental, but did state that lega 
scholars and judges should be ( and prob-
ably will be) even more open about the 
subjectiv~ underpinning of their reason-
ing. 
"Why don't opinions admit that the 
judicial process is highly subjective?'" 
Joseph asked. "We' re in transition. Right 
now, we're still sitting together, keeping 
the cat in the bag. I think we will see more 
subjectivity in opinions." 
Whatever the mer;it of Joseph's views 
and predictions, they evoked spirited dis-
cussion from the faculty and students 
who attended the afternoon session. Jo-
seph and the audience sparred over issues 
such as the extent to which there are some 
aspects oflegal writings which are unde-
niably verifiable and objective and 
whether or not society wants to see legal 
and political leaders openly share their 
s_ubjective "selves." 
Many of the themes from the after-
noon discussion carried over into the 
evening poetry reading. Josfnh read sev-
eral poems from Before Our Eyes, some 
of which had law-related subjects and 
others which echoed the author's subjec-
tive experiences. Joseph sa1d that the one 
thing which unifies his poems is that they 
all "are about perception." 
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
Building project 
lacks new stadium 
By Dave Feldman, Editor-in-Chief 
With all the talk of BCLS building plans and renovation becoming closer to 
reality, it's surprising that nobody has mentioned what this law school truly needs. 
A new library facility will be nice. Graduate housing sounds like a good idea. 
Sure, Stuart Hall could stand some re-configuring. But the various planning 
co~ttees .at BCLS and on main campus continue to be blind to the one thing 
which needs to be built; the one thing which would guarantee BCLS' ascension 
into the top ten law schools; the one thing which would make us. 
I am referring to, of course, a new stadium. 
What's a major building project these days without a new stadium? 
Nothing! In the last few years, there has been a veritable explosion of new 
stadiums: Oriole Park at Camden Yards in Baltimore; the new Comiskey Park 
in Chicago; Skydome in Toronto; the Georgia Dome in Atlanta. Even 
Clevelan~ has a new stadium. Each new stadium has brought civic pride and 
invigorated business to its city. Let' s do the same for our law school. 
The LSA softball league was fun again this year, but just think what it 
. would be like in our new stadium. The rugby club shouldn' t have to play so 
many away games, right? Well, tqey wouldn't have to after we got our new 
stadium. Like tossing the frisbee or playing croquet? There'd always be room 
in our new stadium. 
Minor problems like lack of funds and available land can be worked out 
easily enough later on. 
First, we have to answer the important questions. Like: Do we want a dome 
or an open-air facility? If a dome, should it be retractable? What about seating 
capacity? 40,000? 65,000? Should our new stadium be reminiscent of the 
classic baseball parks like Camden Yards or should it be a sleek, versatile, 
new-age facility like Skydome? 
Think of the recruiting bonanza. What self-respecting undergrad with a 
hankering for a top-flight experience in legal education could resist corning to 
a law school with a new stadium? U.S. News and World Report would have to 
recognize such an effort. BCLS: in the top twenty in m~dian LSA T score, job 
placement and reputation among academics. And NUMBER ONE in new 
stadiums. 
The benefits would be virtually endless. Instead of organizing a trip to a 
September Red Sox game, the LSA could invite the Sox to play a game or two 
in our new stadium. Sales of BCLS sweatshirts and baseball caps at the book 
store would go through the roof. Maybe we could even attract an expansi~n 
NFL franchise. The Newton Negotiators, or something like that. Sound crazy? 
Now, maybe. But not once we get our new stadium. 
The more I think about it, the more obvious it becomes that the BCLS 
building plans are incomplete until we begin talking about a new stadium. 
Increased revenue, increased prestige and increased seating capacity at 
graduation would be realized almost immediately. Nothing couid dampen the 
spirits of BCLS students and faculty if they came to class each day knowing 
that their institution was the proud owner of a new stadium. 
Except that parking would still be a p¢n in the ass. 
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T Fall of Perot:· 
USA had enough 
Weak points exposed in debate 
By Steven Davis 
lL Staff Writer 
"I am the state." 
- Louis xiv 
"I think I hear a giant sucking sound." 
-H. Ross Perot 
you know the truth if you saw it?" They 
were not the same feel good "I'm all ears" 
or "It's just. .. that. .. simple" one-liners that 
drew a laugh or drew many to Perot last 
year. 
Rather, he came across mean-spirited, 
short-tempered and boldly ignorant-traf-
ficking in ridiculous generalizations about 
. Mexicans dreaming of one day owning 
Yes, hopefully that's the sound of their own outhouse and living in shanties 
would-be king Ross Perot's political ca- riext to their factories . The Vice President, 
reer going south permanently. Thankfully, much like the lawyer inquisitors in the 
the fascination \Vith his celebrations of films, "The Caine Mutiny" and "A Few 
himself and the cult of his personality Good Men," got his adversary riled up and 
seems to be wearing off fora good portion then let him unravel and do himself in 
of the American electorate. before a stunned audience. The result-
. Certainly Ross Perot helped influence Perot's negative ratings shot up dramati-
and shape the current --·--------- cally, closet supporters 
political landscape, of NAFrA in Congress 
turned attention to the na- p e rO t felt they could show their 
tionaldebt,campaignand true colors and NAFTA 
lobbying reform, and the Came ac ro S S went on to House pas-
vacuum of truth-telling, sage in a relatively easy 
hold -me-responsible mean-spirited, walk- 234 for, 199 
leadership this country against. 
has suffered from in re- short-tempered Ross Perot has en-
centhistory.Hegamered db [d[ duredhisstar-crossedre-
a fifth of the popular vote an O Y lationship with the tele-
last November, the most ignorant- vision medium. TV al-
by a third-party candidate lows him to convey his 
since Teddy Roosevelt in trafficking strong presence and sense 
1912.Historymightwell of purpose, but betrays 
look back and see that he in ridiculous him when his general 
reached his high water crankiness and nutti -
mark just before the generafiz_atiOnS ness- various conspira-
NAFTAdebatewith Vice cies aboutPOWs, Cuban 
President Al Gore. about Mexicans assassins, Vietnamese 
Over46percentofthe dreaming o+' assassins, photo-doctor-
country watched part or 'J ing Republicans and his 
all of the debate, and in one day hiring of private investi-
the span of 90 minutes, gators to snoop on rivals, 
witnessed a public self- owning their enemies and his own 
destruction on the part of daughters come to 
Perot unparalleled in own outhouse mind- shinethrough.So 
magnitude in quite some he gambled and rolled the 
time. As the country and and living dice on which Perot 
the world watched, and • h would show up for the 
· ins anties the question of whether NAFT A debate, and they 
Americawouldchooseto next to their came up snake eyes this 
embrace trade and others time. 
different from us or factories. 
would take refuge in xe-
For a man who had 
nearly a teflon quality to 
him in the spring of 1992, 
a year of criticisms and 
nophobia and nativism 
hung in the balance, Ross 
Perot had his chance to stand and deliver 
a death blow to NAFTA and a crushing 
repudiation of the Clinton administration's 
efforts. Instead, he flopped. 
Unable to answer with any substance 
simple questions of how NAFT A should 
be altered to make it better, or why this 
was such a bad deal, Perot stammered and 
stumbled, haltingly lashing out with bitter 
venom at the Vice President's well-placed 
arrows. Perot was unable to handle charges 
that he was benefitting himself from a free 
trade zone he lobbied Congress for in the 
1970s while opposing the same deal for 
the rest of the country, that he was using 
dirty PAC money and Gucci-wearing lob-
byists to try to kill NAFT A and that he was 
often wrong himself with his predictions. 
The images America was left with were 
those of a little curmudgeon barking "Can 
I finish? For once, can I finish?" _or "Would 
jokes from Letterman, Limbaugh, and 
other adversaries have left the thin-skinned 
Texan looking flawed and fallible . Many 
now seem exasperated with him, reacting 
to him much like the fed- up lawyer re-
acted, when before the House Un-Ameri-
can Activities and after sitting through a 
harangue of Joe McCarthy, asked, 
"Haven't you done eno4gh, Senator? 
Haven't you done more than enough?" 
Ross Perot has done enough, indeed. 
He brought attention to some of the most 
difficult issues that our country faces and 
needs to tackle soon, things like "the crazy 
aunt down in the basement," our national 
debt. Thank heavens, though, that the 
bloom is off in the American romance of 
the voting public and Ross Perot. What's 
next for him is not known, but America, 
even if wary and weary of him, has prob-
ably not seen the last of him. 
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Happy holidays to all, especially to me ti h 
a 
By Larry Dobrow 
2L Staff Writer 
I have a confession to make: the holidays 
even get a thorough asshole like myself 
feeling jolly. 
I mean, I don't buy into that whole good-
will-toward-my- fellow-human-beings 
thing. If it takes a designated holiday season 
to make -you start thinking about others, 
you've got a serious personality disorder. 
Around holiday time, though, it's pos-
sible to find at least one redeeming feature in 
even the lowliest two-bit scum-sucking rat. 
People tend to be a bit cheerier, a bit more 
likely to smile when you pass them on the 
street, a bit more likely to cook me large 
meals over which they have been slaving 
since mid-October. 
In other words, I like the holidays be-
cause of increased goodwill towards me. 
And I deserve it. I'm a great guy. I've 
been told this exactly twice. Not even by the 
same person. 
Anyway, not having a whole hell of a lot 
to write about (and working on a 45-minute 
deadline), I figured that I'd write out a bunch 
of things that people around the BC Law 
community, as well as other random 
scragglers, could do to make me that much 
happier. 
I'm a very simple person: generally, it 
doesn't take more than a bag of Salt & 
Vinegar potato chips, a six-pack and a 45-
inch television with 52-channel cable ca-
pacity and wireless remote to satisfy me. But 
since you asked, what follows is a kind of 
gift/wish list. In an ideal world, one that 
revolved around me and my too-numerous-
to-mention neuroses, the following would 
come about: 
To every student group except The 
A/ledger, I wish you'd stop leaving stuff in 
my mailbox. I have no idea why any of you 
guys would wantacrackpotlikeme amongst 
your ranks; regardless, I'm not interested, 
no matter what you are doing. Enjoy your 
assorted telethons, panel discussions, town 
meetings, bake sales and hoola-hoop con-
tests, but leave me alone. Understand? Keep 
the "Pizza Ring" coupons coming, though. 
For Dean Soy sauce, I'd like him to keep 
up the good work. I haven't the slightest 
idea what he's been doing, but apparently 
he's been doing.it very capably. Otherwise, 
I'm sure there would have been, like, bulle-
tins _and stuff about it. Who is this guy, 
anyway? 
From the fine folks at the LSA, I wish 
for more beer coupons at Bar Review. Noth-
ing personal, but the last time I copped a 
buzz off three beers was ninth grade. You 
have two kegs and about eight people who 
drink: do the math. 
For the people in Career Services, I'd 
like to legitimately wish them a well-de-
served rest. Overworked, understaffed, and 
crammed into an office that looks like some-
thing from "The Mod Squad," these guys 
go far, far beyond the call of duty. And it's 
not like they have the easiest job in the 
world, either. Personally, I don't especially 
like dealing with everybqdy around here on 
a classmate basis; I can't imagine what it 
would be like to have these assorted curs 
and rejects hounding me for assistance in 
finding employment. Whatever they're 
paying the folks in this office, it ain't enough. 
For BC Law charismatic registrar guy t( 
Ken Kryzwick, I'd like some more vowels h 
in his last name. Or maybe he could just si 
change it to something a bit more generic, u 
like "Smith" or "Dobrow." o 
For Alledgereditor Dave Feldman, I wish tl 
him a bunch of reliable writers, a Phillies br 
repeat in '94 minus the Mitch Williams con- -J< 
trol problems, and somebody- anybody-
who can write about relevant issues without v 
sounding like a high-schooler. Me, I have (s 
nothing to say and I usually take too many 
words to say it. But you can bet that if/ ever D 
choose to write about something that matters 
to anyone but myself, I'll know what I'm Fi 
talking about. That, or I' 11 plagiarize. 
Finally, I'd also like a New York Rangers y 
Stanley Cup victory; a Bruce Springsteen 
boxed set of all the rarities I've been paying T 
out the ear for over the last five years; "Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High" on video; a girl-
friend with a mind; lots of candy com; and, of (rr 
course, peace and goodwill for my fellow v 
human beings, or at least for the ones I like. o 
Have a nice holiday. Take it easy on the 
eggnog. V 
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E x a m  t i m e  m a k e s  y o u  w a n t  t o j u s t  . .  s i n g  
B y  A n t h o n y  D e P a o l o  
" N o s  m o r a t u r i  t u  s a l u t a m u s  ! "  
- a n y  R o m a n  G l a d i a t o r  w o r t h  h i s  s a l t  
I
n  c a s e  a n y  o f -y o u  h a v e n ' t  n o t i c e d  ( a n d  T h e  R e d  C r o s s  w i l l  b e  c h e c k i n g  
y o u  f o r  a  p u l s e  v e r y  s o o n ) ,  e x a m  t i m e  i s  a l m o s t  u p o n  u s .  A c t u a l l y ,  i f  
y o u  ' r e  s m a r t ,  i t ' s . b e e n  u p o n  y o u  s i n c e  t h e  _ e n d  o f  O c t o b e r .  W h i l e  s o m e  
o f u s  ( a n d  y o u  k n o w  w h o  y o u  a r e  a n d  w h o  I ' m  n o t )  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
r e c o p i e d  a l l  t h e i r  c l a s s  n o t e s  i n t o  7 0  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s ,  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  j u s t  
n o w  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i t ' s  t i m e  t o  s t o p  g l o a t i n g  o v e r  B C '  s  m o s t  
g r a t i f y i n g  v i c t o r y  o v e r  N o t r e  D a m e  a n d  s t a r t  t h e  s t u d y i n g  p r o c e s s .  A c t u a l l y ,  
l e t ' s  g l o a t  j u s t  a  f e w  m o r e  m o m e n t s  o v e r  B C ' s  ( w i t h  a p o l o g i e s  t o  L e d  
Z e p p e l i n )  " S o u t h  B e n d  S u a r e z : "  Y E E E E E E E E E S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S  !  O . K . ;  
I ' m  d o n e ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  t h e  c l o s e s t  t h i n g  t o  a  l i t e r a r y  o r g a s m  I ' v e  h a d  i n  a  
w h i l e .  I  t h i n k  I ' m  g o i n g  
O . K . ,  I ' m  b a c k .  W h e r e  w a s  I ? O h ,  y e a h - e x a m s .  A s  y o u  a l l  k n o w ,  o r  h a v e  
r e a s o n  t o  k n o w ,  s t u d y i n g  f o r  l a w  s c h o o l  e x a m s  i s  a n  e x c r u c i a t i n g ,  t e n s e  a n d  
t i m e  c o n s u m i n g  p r o c e s s .  D r u g  s t o r e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  s t o c k i n g  u p  o n  
c a f f e i n e  p i l l s .  T h e  s t o c k  p r i c e  f o r  T a s t e r ' s  C h o i c e  h a s  d o u b l e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  
m o n t h .  J u a n  V a l d e z  i s  r e c e i v i n g  m o r e  m a i l  t h a n  a  p r o s t i t u t e  w o r k i n g  
o v e r t i m e .  T h e  T w i n k i e  D i e t  k i c k s  i n t o  e f f e c t ,  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s  m e n t a l l y  a n d  
p a l a t a b l y  f l y  s o u t h  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r .  I t ' s  t i m e  t o  s t r a p  i i i ,  r e l e a s e  t h e  p a r k i n g  
b r a k e ,  a n d  p u t  t h e  v e h i c l e  i n  h i g h  g e a r .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  n o t  a  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  
e x p e r i e n c e .  
O n e  a d d e d  b i t  o f  i r o n y  i s  t h i s  a l l  o c c u r s  d u r i n g  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n .  W h i l e  ! L s  m i g h t  
h a v e  b e e n  s p r a y i n g  t h e i r  h a i r  a n d  c o m b i n g  t h e  m a l l s  (  o r  i s  i t  t h e  o p p o s i t e ? )  t h i s  t i m e  l a s t  
y e a r ,  t h a t  h a s  b e c o m e  a  m e r e  J e r s e y a n  f a n t a s y  ( o r  n i g h t m a r e )  t h i s  y e a r .  N o  t i m e  t o  b u y  
y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  p r e s e n t s ,  n o  t i m e  t o  d o  n a u g h t y  t h i n g s  o n  t h e  c o p y  m a c h i n e  d u r i n g  t h e  
c o m p a n y  C h r i s t m a s  p a r t y ,  n o  s i t t i n g  o n  S a n t a ' s  l a p  w h i l e  y o u  b o t h  s l u g  a w a y  a t  a  b o t t l e  
o f  A b s o l u t  C i t r o n .  T h e  r e l i g i o u s  a s p e c t  o f  C h r i s t m a s  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  b l o w n  o f f ,  t o o ,  
e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  p r a y e r  t o  t h e  A n g e l  G a b r i e l (  s )  f o r  g u i d a n c e  a n d  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  E r i e  D o c t r i n e .  
P r e t t y  m u c h  a l l  h o l i d a y  p l e a s u r e  t a k e s  a  b a c k  s e a t  t o  t h e  s t u d y  t h i n g - a  d e p r e s s i n g  
t h o u g h t ,  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t .  
H o w e v e r ,  S a i n t  A n t h o n y  h a s  c o m e  t o  b r i g h t e n  y o u r  s p i r i t s .  I  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  w e  a l l  
h a t e  s i n g i n g  h o l i d a y  c a r o l s  t h i s  t i m e  o f  y e a r ,  a n d  I  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  a l l  f e a r  y o u  w o n ' t  b e  
·  a b l e  t o  d o  i t  t h i s  y e a r  b e c a u s e  y o u ' l l  b e  t o o  b u s y  b u f f i n g  y o u r  n o s e s  o n  t h e  i n s i d e s  o f  
i u y  t e x t b o o k s .  I ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  c o m e  u p  w i t h  a  s o l u t i o n .  I  h a v e  t a k e n  m a n y  o f  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  
e l s  h o l i d a y  s o n g s  a n d  r e w r i t t e n  t h e  l y r i c s  t o  r e f l e c t  a  t h e m e  m o r e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  o u r  d i r e  
u s t  s i t u a t i o n .  N o t  o n l y  c a n  y o u  s i n g  t h e s e  c a r o l s  w i t h  f e l l o w  m e m b e r s  o f  y o u r  s t u d y  g r o u p  
r i c ,  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  c o m m i s e r a t i o n ,  b u t  y o u  c o u l d  s p o n s o r  s t u d y  b r e a k s  w h e r e  l a r g e  g r o u p s  
o f  l a w  s t u d e n t s  w a l k  a r o u n d  t h e  c i t y ,  r i n g  t h e  d o o r b e l l  o f  v a r i o u s  l a w  f i r m s ,  a n d  s i n g  
' i s h  t h e s e  c a r o l s  f o r  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  w h i l e  y o u r  r o s y  r e d - c h e e k e d  f a c e s  a r e  l i t  u p  b y  t h e  
l i e s  b u r n i n g  o f  u n r e q u e s t e d  r e s u m e s .  S o  I  s u g g e s t  y o u  g r a b  a  c u p  o f  j a v a ,  s h o t g u n  a  c a n  o f  
o n - · J o l t ,  a n d  s i n g  a l o n g .  E n j o y !  
r -
o u t  V I V A R I N  
a v e  ( s u n g  t o  t h e  t u n e  o f  " J i n g l e  B e l l s " )  
m y  
t v e r  D a s h i n g  t h r o u g h  y o u r  n o t e s / 8  h o u r s  b e f o r e  
t e r s  t h e  t e s t  
C ' m  F  
e e l s  l i k e  y o u  ' I I  b l o w  y o u r o a t s / s h a r p  p a i n s  
c o m e  f r o m  y o u r  c h e s t  
i e r s  Y o u  k n o w  y o u  c a n ' t  s t o p  n o w / t h o u g h  y o u  
e e n  n e e d  a  s t u d y  b r e a k  
i n g  T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  i t ' s  3  A . M . / h o w  w i l l  y o u  
: . a s t  s t a y  a w a k e ?  
~ I -
i ,  o f  ( r e f r a i n )  
l o w  V i v a r i n !  V i v a r i n !  C a f f e i n e  a l l  t h e  w a y !  
i k e .  O h  w h a t  f u n  i t  i s  t o  p o p / t h e s e  c a f f e i n e  p i l l s  
t h e  a l l  d a y  
V i v a r i n !  V i v a r i n !  C a f f e i n e  a l l  t h e  w a y !  
I  h o p e  I '  I I  f i n a l l y  c o m e  d o w n / b y  t h e  t i m e  i t ' s  
C h r i s t m a s  D a y  
U p  o n  t h e  R o o f t o p  
( s u n g  t o  t h e  t u n e  o f  
" U p  o n  t h e  H o u s e  T o p " )  
U p  o n  t h e  r o o f t o p  t h e  l L s  p a u s e  
S t u d y i n g  h a s  b e e n  o n e  l o s t  c a u s e  
C a n ' t  t e l l  t h e  f o r e s t  f r o m  t h e  t r e e s  
N e v e r  b e  o n e  o f  t h e m  J . D . s  
H o ,  H o ,  H o - - I ' m  g o n n a  g o  
H o ,  H o ,  H o - - n o  o n e  w i l l  e v e r  k n o w  
T h e  p r o f e s s o r s  s a y  t h i s  s t u f f  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  
c l i c k  
I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  f u l l  o f # * $ @ & * @  !  
T h e  F i n a l s  S o n g  
(  s u n g  t o  t h e  t u n e  o f  
" T h e  C h i p m u n k  S o n g " )  
T h e  L a w ,  w e l l  i t  s u r e  a i n ' t  d u c k  s o u p  
I ' m  g l a d  I ' m  i n  a  s t u d y  g r o u p  
M y  n o s e  i n  b o o k ,  I  s p e n d  m y  d a y s  
I  h o p e  i t ' s  j u s t  a  p h a s e  
O h  C o m e  A l l  Y e  O n e - L s  
( s u n g  t o  " O h  C o m e  a l l  Y e  F a i t h f u l )  
* * o n l y  t o  b e  s u n g  b y  p r o f e s s o r s  t e a c h i n g  
t h e m * *  
·  0  c o m e ;  a l l  y e  1 L s  
D o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u '  I I  d o  w e l l ?  
W h o  a r e  w e  k i d d i n g  
I '  1 1  d r o p  k i c k  y o u  a l l  
C o r n e  a n d  b e h o l d  i t :  
T h e  m i n d  b o g g l i n g  h y p o t h e t i c a l  
Y o u ' l l  c o m e  a n d  y o u ' l l  a b h o r  i t  
T h e r e  i s  n o  a n s w e r  f o r  i t  
Y o u ' l l  c o m e  a n d  y o u ' l l  a b h o r  i t :  
M Y - - - - - Y  M I D T E R M  
U p  A l l  N i g h t  
( s u n g  t o  " S i l e n t  N i g h t " ;  n o t  t o  b e  c o n f u s e d  
w i t h  t h a t  h o r r i b l e  s o n g  o f  t h e  s a m e  t i t l e  
b y  S l a u g h t e r )  
U p  a l l  n i g h t  
S a w  d a y ' s  f i r s t  l i g h t  
I  h o p e  t h a t  I  d i d  a l r i g h t  
S p e n t  t o o  m u c h  t i m e  o n  q u e s t i o n  o n e  
I  d i d n ' t  e v e n  g e t  i t  d o n e  
N o w ,  c a n  I  f i n a l l y  r e s t ? .  
N o ,  s i l l y ,  y o u ' v e  g o t  t w o  m o r e  t e s t s  
E x a m s  a r e  G o n n a  T a k e  u s  t o  T o w n  
( s u n g  t o  
" S a n t a  C l a u s  i s  C o m i n '  t o  T o w n )  
O h ,  w e  b e t t e r  w a t c h  o u t ,  w e ' l l  p r o b a b l y  c r y  
I  h o p e  n o  o n e  w i l l  d o  b e t t e r  t h a n  I  
E x a m s  a r e  g o n n a  t a k e  u s  t o  t o w n  
W e ' l l  b e  s u r e  t o  l i s t ,  t h e  t h i n g s  t o  d i s c u s s  
B u t  w h e n  w e  g e t  g r a d e s  b a c k  t h e r e ' l l  b e  
s u c h  a  f u s s  
E x a m s  a r e  g o n n a  t a k e  u s  t o  t o w n  
T h i s  w e e k  t h e r e ' l l  b e  n o  s l e e p i n g  
W e  a l l  k n o w  w h a t ' s  a t  s t a k e  
I f  I  d o n ' t  s c o r e  i n  t h e  t o p  1 0 %  
F l i p p i n g  b u r g e r s  w i l l  b e  m y  f a t e  
( r e p e a t  f i r s t  v e r s e )  
O v e r  t h e  O u t l i n e s  a n d  
T h r o u g h  C l a s s  N o t e s  
( s u n g  t o  " o v e r  t h e  r i v e r  a n d  
t h r o u g h  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o o d s " )  
O v e r  t h e  o u t l i n e s  a n d  t h r o u g h  c l a s s  n o t e s  
t h e  s t u d y  g r o u p  s p e n d s  i t s  t i m e  
Y o u  c a n ' t  h e l p  b u t  n o t i c e  t h e m  i n  t h e  s n a c k  
b a r  
I t ' s  t h a t  l o u d  a r g u m e n t a t i v e  w h i n e  
O v e r  t h e  o u t l i n e s  a n d  t h r o u g h  d a s s  n o t e s  
t h e y  r e a l l y  s h o u l d  g e t  o u t  m o r e  
I  p a r t i e d  a w a y  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  
A n d  s t i l l  g o t  a  t h r e e - p o i n t - f o u r  
E m a n u e l s  
( s u n g  t o  " T h e  F i r s t  N o e l " )  
E m a n u e l s  
t h e  2 L s  d i d  s a y  
W a s  t h e  b e s t  p a t h  t o  f o l l o w  
I f  y o u  w a n t  a n  " A "  
I f  y o u  a r e  b e h i n d  
i n  y o u r  c l a s s  r e a d i n g  
t h e r e ' s  o n l y  o n e  t h i n g  
y o u ' l l  b e  n e e d i n g :  
' N u e l s ,  ' n u e l s ,  ' n u e l s ,  ' n u e l s  
W i t h o u t  t h e m  y o u  w o n ' t  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  i n  
h e l l  
A l l  N i g h t - a  
( s u n g ,  w i t h  a  B o s t o n  a c c e n t ,  
t o  t h e  t u n e  o f  " C h a n n u k a h " )  
O h ,  A l l  n i g h t - a ,  o h  a l l  n i g h t - a  
B r e w  u p  t h e  c o f - f e e  
D r i n k  t h e  J o l t  C o - l a  
W e ' l l  s t u d y  t h e  l a w - f e e  
T h o u g h  w e  a r e  p r a y i n g  
t h a t  w e  w i l l  p a s s  t h i s  t e s t  
W e ' l l  s t a y  u p  a l l  n i g h t  a n d  g e t _t h e  l a w  r i g h t  
I n  c a s e  b y  G o d  w e  a r e n ' t  b l e s s e d  
W e ' l l  s t a y  u p  a l l  n i g h t  a n d  g e t  t h e  l a w  r i g h t  
I n  c a s e  b y  G o d  w e  a r e n ' t  b l e s s e d  
I ' l l  b e  N u m b  b y  C h r i s t m a s  
( s u n g  t o  
' T U  b e  H o m e  f o r  C h r i s t m a s " )  
I '  I I  b e  n u m b  b y  C h r i s t m a s  
Y o u  c a n  c o u n t  o n  t h a t  
S o  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  f r e t /  c a u s e  i t ' s  a  s a f e  b e t  
I ' l l  d i s c u s s  a d v e r s e  p o s s e s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  c a t  
W h e n  I  f i n a l l y  c o m e  t o  
Y o u ' l l  k n o w  b y  m y  h i g h - p i t c h e d  s c r e a m  
I  w a s  n u m b  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t m a s  
L a w  S c h o o l ' s  b e e n  o n e  b a d  d r e a m !  
W e l l ,  I  h o p e  y o u  m a k e  " f a i r  u s e "  o f  m y  
C h r i s t m a s  g i f t  t o  y o u  a l l  ( S e e  T i t l e  X V I I ,  
s e c t i o n  1 0 7 ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ) .  T e l l  t h e  
t h o u g h t  p o l i c e  y o u ' r e  s i n g i n g  f o r  e d u c a -
t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s ;  o t h e r w i s e  I r v i n g  B e r l i n  w i l l  
c l i m b  o u t  o f  h i s  g r a v e  a n d  s l a p  a  C o p y r i g h t  
l a w s u i t  o n  m e  f a s t e r  t h a n  J o e y  B u t a f u o c o  
w i l l  p i c k  u p  t h e  s o a p  w h i l e  s h o w e r i n g  d u r -
i n g  h i s  6  m o n t h  " v a c a t i o n . "  
H a p p y  h o l i d a y s !  
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Civ Pro students see the law in action 
By Andrea Berkman 
lL Staff Writer 
for Judge Young. Judge Young men-
tioned that he believes education is an 
important part of his position on the bench. 
He also extended an invitation to inter-
ested students to observe his courtroom. 
The audience enjoyed having the op-
portunity to observe the law in action, 
rather than from a case book. On Tuesday, November 23, 1993, in 
the Barry Pavillion, first year civil proce-
dure students had a chance to observe the 
practical applications of their studies . 
Massachusetts Federal District Court 
Judge Young held one of his two monthly 
motion sessions at BCLS. The various 
motions presented pertained to a number 
of cases and issues.Judging from from the 
questions asked of Judge Young and his 
staff, the issues' seemed to interest the 
students. The session was conducted ac-
cording to the procedures of the Massa-
chusetts District Court. For the most part, 
the presence of an audience did not affect 
the proceedings: 
his staff spent about one hour answering 
questions from the audience. Although 
he was unable to discuss the specifics of 
any case, Judge Young endeavored to 
answer every question as completely as 
possible. In most cases, Judge Young 
also asked his staff to comment on the 
questions from their point of view. The 
questions covered a range of topics which 
included the specific cases brought be-
fore the court during the session and such 
generalities as what types of work expe-
rience best prepares someone to be a 
judge. 
Renovations to start soon 
■ Cont. from p. 1 
After the session, Judge Young and 
In addition to answering questions, 
Judge Young introduced his staff and 
asked each member of his staff to de-
scribe his or her job in the court. Among 
his staff were several law students from 
various schools who work as law clerks 
this floor), a courtyard viewing area and 
couches are planned to be placed in the 
window bay. The two rooms labeled 
AV.INT. will be available for audiovisual 
events and be available for on campus 
recruiting. 
The Second Floor: A series of book 
stacks will be placed in the centers of the 
left, bottom and right sides of the building 
with reading carrels along the edges. The 
TEN MORE REASONS STUDENTS TAKE BAR/BRI IN 
MASSACHUSETTS, CONNECTICUT, MAINE, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE AND RHODE ISlAND 
BAR/BR/ allows students to listen to unlimited 
replays of lectures they have missed or would 
like to hear again on an individual basis at our 
office in Boston seven days a week and through 
law school libraries and other BAR/BR! offices 
where accomodations can be made. 
BAR/BRI'S Q&A CLINIC'" is available fron 8am to 
midnight seven days a week to answer any 
questions and work with you from the lime the 
bar review course begins through the bar exam. 
BAR/BR! provides students with more than 2,500 
multistate questions, all with model answers. 
In addition to BAR/BR! professors reviewing past 
bar exam questions in class, BAR/BR! affords each 
student the opportunity lo write and have ESSAYS 
INDIVIDUALLY GRADED AND CR/11OUED for 
_ style and content BY ATTORNEYS admitted in the 
New England state for which the student is 
preparing. The number of essays graded varies 
from state lo state . 
BAR/BR! provides each student with I 00 - 170 
actual or simulated bar exam questions, ALL 
with model answers. The number of q1.,1estions 
provided varies from state to state. 
BAR/BR! volumes are written in an easy to read 
and retain outline format. BAR/BRI's parent · 
company also publishes the Gilbert and Legal 
Lines outline series. , 
BAR/BR! is offered in 46 iurisdictions and 
students may transfer free all monies paid to any 
other state where BAR/BR! offers a bar review 
course. 
B'AR/BRI provides a day-to-day study schedule 
from the time the bar review course begins 
through the bar exam. 
BAR/BR! provides students with a MINI-REVIEW 
VOLUME: Capsule Outlines condensing Multistate 
and, in Massachusetts and Connecticut, loca l 
volumes into hard-hitting reinforcement outlines. 
BAR/BR! offers multistate and essay workshops 
as part of its bar review tuition. 
For additional reasons why more students 
took BARJBRI last summer than ever before, contact: 
BAR REVIEW 
THE BAR REVIEW THAT CARES ABOUT YOU'" 
20 Park Plaza. Suite 931 •Boston.MA 02116 • 800-866-7277 • 617-695-9955 • Fax : 617-695-9386 
library has decided to install electronic 
compact shelving for less frequently used 
books. 
This floor also will house the current 
computer lab. Here a dual door system is 
in use. The computer lab may be entered 
from the second floor walkway when the 
library interior doors are locked, and the 
exterior doors will be locked when the 
library is open for use. The purpose of this 
is to allow the classroom to be used for 
teaching, and allowing students to enter 
the lab without disturbing other students. 
Opposite either side of the lab are five 
study group rooms that will seat eight 
people. These rooms will also double as 
interview rooms. In the hall of the second 
floor of the library are two more AV .INT. 
rooms described above. 
The right and left of this floor has four 
lockable carrels for visiting professors to 
use. In addition to these are bathrooms, a 
copy room and some computer network-
ing rooms. Each table may be wired for 
computer lap top hookup and possible 
Lexis/W estlaw hookups. The Atrium will 
have a series of tables surrounding the 
open area and will have tables of size 
similar to those on the currentlibrary first 
floor. 
The Third Floor: Similar to the second 
floor, minus the computer lab and dual 
rooms. There are two six-person study 
rooms and a faculty research complex 
with four private carrels for the faculty. 
This floor will have a series of compact 
shelving, a copy room and bathrooms 
with drinking fountains. 
The Basement Floor: To the top of the 
posted plan is the microforms room. The 
decision to place these below ground and 
in a windowless area was two-fold: mi-
croforms don't need natural light to be 
usable, and they are growing to such a 
collection at BCLS that the current loca-
tion lacks structural support for any more 
growth. In other words, if they are not 
moved to the basement soon, they will 
move themselves to the basement, look 
out below! 
To the left of the plan are Lexis and 
Westlaw class rooms. The law school 
library wants to bring every chance of new 
technology to the students, and by hard 
wiring the desks and allowing c;onduit 
( channels for wire) to be run throughout 
the library and school, it is hoped that the 
school will stay up with the world at large. 
To finish the tour of the basement, there is 
a staff lounge with a kitchenette and a staff 
shower/rest room area, and two study 
rooms with seating for eight. The usual 
copy room, toilets and drinking fountain 
are of course present. 
Input: Look over the plans posted in 
the library, and think about what is miss-
ing, what isn't laid out well, and what 
additions could be made. Suggest modest 
proposals about anything you can think of 
to make life more comfortable in the li-
brary. Suggest things in writing to me and 
I will bring them up at the next Library 
Committee meeting. 
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U s e  f o r c e  i n  B o s n i a ,  n o t  i n  S o m a l i a  
B y  D a v i d  E .  D a n n e r  
3 L  C o n t r i b u t o r  
T h e  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S o -
m a l i  c i v i l  w a r  i s  r e t a r d i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  S o m a l i  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  
d i s p l a y s  a  w o e f u l  l a c k  o f  d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  
p o s t - C o l d  W a r ,  p o s t - c o l o n i a l  w o r l d .  
P r e s i d e n t  B u s h  w a s  j u s t i f i e d  i n  s e n d -
i n g  h u m a n i t a r i a n  t r o o p s  t o  S o m a l i a  i n  
o r d e r  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c i v i l  w a r ' s  e f f e c t s  o n  
c h i l d r e n  a n d  w o m e n ,  w h o  a r e  b y  f a r  t h e  
w a r ' s  g r e a t e s t  v i c t i m s ;  b u t ,  t h e  a l t e r i n g  o f  
t h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  m i s s i o n  i n t o  a  p e a c e -
m a k i n g  ( s i c )  m i s s i o n  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a -
t i o n s  a n d  t h e  s e n d i n g  o f  c o m b a t  t r o o p s  b y  
P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t o n  a r e  u n j u s t i f i e d  i n t e r f e r -
e n c e s  i n  S o m a l i a ' s  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
C i v i l  w a r  i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  a n d  n o r m a l  p a r t  
o f  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  B e f o r e  
t h e  b l o s s o m i n g  o f  d e m o c r a c y  i n  t h e  w e s t -
e r n  E u r o p e a n  n a t i o n s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  n u -
m e r o u s  b l o o d y  c i v i l  w a r s  w e r e  f o u g h t  i n  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  
I n  A f r i c a n  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  n o r m  i s  f o r  t h e  
l e a d e r  o f  a  n a t i o n  t o  u s e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e  
s o l e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i s  e t h n i c  g r o u p .  T h e  S o m a -
l i s  s u f f e r e d  y e a r s  o f  t y r a n n y  d u r i n g  t h e  r u l e  
o f  S i a d  B a r r e ,  w ,h i c h  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  
B a r r e ' s  u s i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  u p l i f t  h i s  e t h -
n i c  g r o u p  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  o t h e r  g r o u p s .  
T h u s ,  t h e  S o m a l i s  a r e  f i g h t i n g  a  c i v i l  w a r  i n  
o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  o n e  e t h n i c  g r o u p  f r o m  
d e p r i v i n g  o t h e r  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h e  S o m a l i  c i v i l  w a r ,  a l -
t h o u g h  b r u t a l ,  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  b e  r e -
t a r d e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  m a k e  a n  
i n e v i t a b l y  t e m p o r a r y  a r t i f i c i a l  p e a c e ,  b u t  
s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  r u n  i t s  c o u r s e  a n d  t a k e  
a  s t e p  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  e v o l u .t i o n  t o  d e m o c r a c y .  
T h e  f i r s t  4 0  y e a r s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a -
t i o n s  w e r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s '  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  w o r l d  c o m m u n i s m  
a n d  t h e  E u r o p e a n  c o l o n i a l  p o w e r s '  b a t t l e  
t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  c o l o n i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  a f t e r  
a l m o s t  o b l i t e r a t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  d u r i n g  
W o r l d  W a r  I I .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  w o r l d  h a s  
e n t e r e d  a  n e w  e r a  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  f r e e  
m a r k e t s  a n d  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  f r e e ,  i n d e p e n -
d e n t  n a t i o n s ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  a  n e w  a p p r o a c h  
t o  t h e  w o r l d ' s  c h a l l e n g e s .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  S o -
m a l i a  f a i l u r e  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  n e w  d i r e c -
t i o n  t o  U . S .  a n d  U . N .  p o l i c y  i n  a  n e w  
w o r l d ,  t h e s e  o u t d a t e d  m o t i v a t i o n s  m u s t  
b e  d i s c a r d e d .  F i r s t ,  t h e  C o l d  W a r  i s  o v e r .  
I t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  t o  b e c o m e  e n t a n g l e d  i n  i n t e r n a l  
c o n f l i c t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  c o m m u n i s t s  
f r o m  s e i z i n g  p o w e r .  S e c o n d ,  t h e  S o m a l i s  
a r e  h i g h l y  c a p a b l e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  o w n  
r i g h t  w h o  w i l l  b u i l d  t h e i r  o w n  n a t i o n ,  o n c e  
t h e y  f i g h t  a n d  d u l y  c o n c l u d e  t h e i r  o w n  
c i v i l  w a r  w i t h o u t  f o r e i g n  i n t e r f e r e n c e .  
W h a t  i s  a  w o r k a b l e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  
t o w a r d  S o m a l i a  a n d  s i m i l a r  i n t e r n a l  c o n -
f l i c t s  i n  t h e  p o s t - C o l d  W a r ,  p o s t - c o l o n i a l  
w o r l d ?  T h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  s a t i s - .  
f i e s  P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t o n ' s  u l t i m a t u m  t o  t h e  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  t h a t  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  U . N .  m i l i t a r y  m i s s i o n s ,  
t h e  U . N .  m u s t  k n o w  w h e n  t o  s a y  " n o " :  t h e  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
s h o u l d  s a y  " y e s "  t o  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
w h e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  · b o u n d a r i e s  a r e  m i l i -
t a r i l y  v i o l a t e d  a n d  s a y  " n o "  t o  m i l i t a r y  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  w h e n  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  e n g a g e d  
i n  i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t s .  
T h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  w o u l d  
n e c e s s i t a t e  s e n d i n g  o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d  d e -
c i s i  v e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  t o  B o s n i a -
H e r z e g o v i n a  t o  r e s t o r e  t h a t  U . N . - r e c o g -
n i z e d  n a t i o n  t o  i t s  p r e - 1 9 9 2  b o r d e r s ,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  l i f t i n g  t h e  U . N .  a r m s  e m b a r g o  o n  
B o s n i a  t o  a l l o w  t h a t  n a t i o n  t o  r e s t o r e  i t s  o w n  
s o v e r e i g n t y  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  5 1  o f  t h e  U . N .  ·  
C h a r t e r .  T h e  S e r b i a n s  t h r e a t e n e d  i n t e r n a -
t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y  b y  c r o s s i n g  i n t e r -
n a t i o n a l  b o u n d a r i e s  i n  a n  a c t  o f  m i l i t a r y  
a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  n a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a -
H e r z e g o v i n a .  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  S o m a l i s  h a v e  
n o t  i n v a d e d  n e i g h b o r i n g  K e n y a ,  E t h i o p i a ,  
o r  D j i b o u t i ,  b u t  a r e  o n l y  f i g h t i n g  a m o n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e i r  v i s i o n  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h i s  q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f -
f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  B o s n i a  a n d  S o m a l i a  j u s t i -
f i e s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t r e a t m e n t ;  t h e  U . N .  
- C h a r t e r  m a n d a t e s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  
s e c u r i t y ,  n o t  i n t e r n a l  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y .  
I f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  m e a n -
d e r i n g  c o u r s e s  o f  p i c k i n g  a n d  c h o o s i n g  
c o n f l i c t s  t o  b e c o m e  m i l i t a r i l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  
w h e t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e r n a l ,  b o t h  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  l o s e  l i v e s  a n d  c r e d i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  
p u r s u i t  o f  a  w o r l d  p o l i c y  t h a t  i s  a n a c h r o -
n i s t i c ,  d i r e c t i o n l e s s  a n d  i n e f f e c t i v e .  
V I T A  h e l p s  p o o r  t a x p a y e r s ,  s t u d e n t s  
B y  P h i l  P r i v a t e r a  
2 L  C o n t r i b u t o r  
T h e  V o l u n t e e r  I n c o m e  T a x  A s s i s t a n c e  
( " V I T A " )  P r o g r a m  o r i g i n a t e d  a n d  b e c a m e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  S e r v i c e  
( " I R S " )  i n  1 9 6 9  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a n  i n c r e a s e d  
e m p h a s i s  o n  T a x p a y e r  E d u c a t i o n  P r o -
g r a m s  d u e  t o  t h e  T a x  R e f o r m  A c t  o f  1 9 6 9 .  
V I T A  o f f e r s  f r e e  t a x  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  p e o p l e  
w h o  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  
V o l u p t e e r s  h e l p  p r e p a r e  b a s i c  i n c o m e  t a x  
r e t u r n s  f o r  t a x p a y e r s  w i t h  s p e c i a l  n e e d s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  e l d e r l y  t a x p a y e r s ,  n o n - E n g l i s h  
s p e a k i n g  p e r s o n s ,  a n d  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d i s -
a b i l i t i e s .  
T h e  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n / L a w  
S t u d e n t  D i v i s i o n ' s  ( " A B A / L S D " )  V I T A  
P r o g r a m  w a s  c o n c e i v e d  i n  1 9 7 7 ,  w h e n  t h e  
A B A  S e c t i o n  o n  T a x a t i o n  c r e a t e d  t h e  L o w  
I n c o m e  T a x p a y e r s  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  
C o m m i t t e e ' s  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  w a s  t o  d e -
v e l o p  o r  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p r o g r a m s  d e s i g n e d  
t o  a s s i s t  t h e  " s m a l l "  t a x p a y e r .  W i t h  t h i s  
g o a l  i n  m i n d ,  t h e  A B A / L S D  a d o p t e d  t h e  
I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  S e r v i c e ' s  V I T A  P r o -
g r a m .  
T h e  A B A / L S D  V I T A  p r o g r a m  i s  a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  o p e r a t i o n  s e p a r a t e  a n d  d i s -
t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  I R S .  A l t h o u g h  V I T A  r e -
c e i v e s  t r a i n i n g ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  f o r m s ,  a n d  t e c h -
n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  I R S ,  V I T A  v o l -
u n t e e r s  a r e  n o t  a g e n t s  o f  t h e  I R S ,  b u t  a r e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  p r o v i d e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  
q u a l i t y  t a x  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  
V I T A  h a s  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  2 5  
y e a r s  a n d  h a s  g r o w n  b y  t r e m e n d o u s  p r o -
p o r t i o n s .  I n  1 9 9 2 ,  o v e r  4 8 , 0 0 0  v o l u n t e e r s  
a s s i s t e d  1 . 5  m i l l i o n  t a x p a y e r s .  T h e  A B A /  
L S D  V I T A  P r o g r a m  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  4 , 0 0 0  
l a w  s t u d e n t s  a s s i s t i n g  3 5 , 0 0 0  t a x p a y e r s .  
M o s t  A B A / L S D  V I T A  v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  
l a w  s t u d e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  g a i n i n g  v a l u a b l e  e x p e r i -
e n c e  i n  t a x  p r e p a r a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  
a r e  m a n y  o t h e r  V I T A  s i t e s  s t a f f e d  b y  
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  b u s i n e s s  s t u d e n t s ,  r e t i r e d  
p e r s o n s ,  l a w y e r s ,  a c c o u n t a n t s  a n d  p e o p l e  
f r o m  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  b a c k g r o u n d s .  A l l  v o l -
u n t e e r s  w o r k  i n  t h e i r  s p a r e  t i m e  a n d  a r e  
u n p a i d .  
T h e  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  S e r v i c e  O f f i c e  
o f  C h i e f  C o u n s e l  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  V I T A  
v o l u n t e e r s  a r e  n o t  ' ·' i n c o m e  t a x  p r e p a r e r s "  
u n d e r  I . R C .  § 7 7 0 1 ( a ) ( 3 6 ) ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
B C L S  r e p s  P h i l  P r i v a t e r a  a n d  J o s e t t e  S i m m o n s  a t  A B A  F a l l  R o u n d t a b l e .  
d o  n o t  p r e p a r e  r e t u r n s  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  
T h u s ,  V I T A  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  a s s i s t  t a x -
p a y e r s  a r e  n o t  l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  r e t u r n s ,  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  
s i g n  t h e  r e t u r n s  a n d  n e e d  n o t  r e t a i n  t h e  
r e c o r d s  r e q u i r e d  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  i n c o m e  
t a x  p r e p a r e r s .  V I T A  v o l u n t e e r s  s h o u l d  
c o n v e y  t o  e a c h  t a x p a y e r ,  i n  s i m p l e  I a n -
g u a g e ,  t h a t  t h e  t a x p a y e r  i s  s o l e l y  r e s p o n -
s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  r e t u r n  a n d  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  t h e r e i n .  M o r e  i n -
f o r m a t i o n  o n  p r e p a r e r  l i a b i l i t i e s  i s  a v a i l -
a b l e  i n  T r e a s u r y  C i r c u l a r  2 3 0 .  
T h e  p u b l i c i t y  t h a t  a  p u b l i c  b e n e f i t  
p r o j e c t  g e n e r a t e s  b e n e f i t s  t h e  A B A / L S D  
i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  B o s t o n  C o l l e g e  i n  p a r t i c u -
l a r .  V o l u n t e e r s  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
p r a c t i c e  c l i e n t  i n t e r v i e w  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  
r e s e a r c h  s k i l l s .  V I T A  i s  r e a l  p e o p l e  w i t h  
r e a l  p r o b l e m s - g o o d - h a n d s  o n  p r a c t i c a l  
e x p e r i e n c e .  T h r o u g h  ' s e r v i c e  a s  a  V I T A  
v o l u n t e e r ,  s t u d e n t s  a l s o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t a x  
l a w ,  h o w  t o  p r e p a r e  t a x  r e t u r n s ,  h o w  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  a n d  r e s o l v e  p r o b l e m s - a l l  i n  a  
q u a s i - a t t o r n e y / c l i e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  A l s o ,  
V I T A  p r o v i d e s  t h e  r e a l - l i f e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
t h a t  c o m e s  f r o m  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e .  
T h e  I R S  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  1 0  m i l l i o n  t a x -
p a y e r s  a r e  n o t  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t a x  r e t u r n  
f i l i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h u s  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  
$ 7  b i l l i o n  i n  l o s t  r e v e n u e .  I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  
f i l e d  a  t a x  r e t u r n  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s ,  y o u  
m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  I R S  i s  t h e  l a s t  p l a c e  
y o u  w a n t  t o  g o .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  I R S  i s  
m a k i n g  s p e c i a l  e f f o r t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t a x p a y e r  
a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ,  t o  h e l p  t a x p a y -
e r s  g e t  r i g h t  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  I R S  
d e v e l o p e d  a  p r o g r a m  t o  g e t  n o n - f i l e r s  
b a c k  i n t o  t h e  s y s t e m ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  t a x  
a m n e s t y .  T h e  " N o n - F i l e r  P r o g r a m "  w a s  
i n i t i a t e d  i n  O c t o b e r  o f  l a s t  y e a r .  
T h e  l o n g e r  t a x p a y e r s  w a i t  t o  p a y  d e -
l i n q u e n t  t a x ~ s .  t h e  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  i t  b e -
c o m e s  f o r  t h e m .  I n t e r e s t  a n d  p e n a l t i e s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  a c c r u e  d a i l y ,  a n d  a r e  g u a r a n -
t e e d  t o  a d d  u p  q u i c k e r  t h a n  o n e  m i g h t  
t h i n k .  A l t h o u g h  a l l  p e n a l t i e s  a r e  d u e  a n d  
p a y a b l e ,  t h e  I R S  m a y  w a i v e  s o m e  p e n a l -
t i e s  i f  t h e  t a x p a y e r  d e m o n s t r a t e s  r e a s o n -
a b l e  c a u s e  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  f i l e  d u e  t o  
e x t r e m e  h a r d s h i p .  
T a x p a y e r s  w h o  o w e  t a x ,  b u t  c a n n o t  
p a y  t h e  e n t i r e  l i a b i l i t y ,  m a y  b e  o f f e r e d  a n  
i n s t a l l m e n t  a g r e e m e n t  o r  a n  o f f e r  i n  c o m -
p r o m i s e .  
A s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  i f  a  t a x p a y e r  i s  d u e  a  
r e f u n d ,  i t  m u s t  b e  c l a i m e d  b y  t h r e e  y e a r s  
f r o m  t h e  d u e  d a t e  o f  t h e  r e t u r n ,  o r  t w o  
y e a r s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  t h e  t a x  w a s  p a i d ,  
w h i c h e v e r  i s  l a t e r .  
I t  h a s  b e e n  a  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  p r a c t i c e  o f  
t h e  I R S  t o  n o t  r e c o m m e n d  c r i m i n a l  p r o s -
e c u t i o n  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  f a i l  t o  f i l e -
p r o v i d e d  t h e y  v o l u n t a r i l y  f i l e ,  o r  m a k e  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  f i l e ,  p r i o r  t o  
b e i n g  n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  c r i m i -
n a l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  T o  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h i s  p r o -
t e c t i o n ,  a  t a x p a y e r  m u s t  m a k e  a n  h o n e s t  
e f f o r t  t o  f i l e  a  c o r r e c t  r e t u r n  a n d  h a v e  
■ V I T A ,  c o n t .  o n  p a g e  8  
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Some ·-...broken? 
It's not a ~ret 
Boston College Law School 
Housekeeping Services 
Work Order Request 
By Marc Verzani 
2L Contributor 
It probably comes as no surprise after 
reading this issue of The Alledger that the 
Law School as we now know it will look 
a lot different when we return for our ten-
year reunions, assuming any of this is 
built. But in the meantime, aside from all 
the new construction plans, purchases of 
ergonomically perfect chairs and clocks 
that keep time based on a lunar calendar, 
the law school is stuck in what I call the 
renovation doldrums. 
Anytime a renovation is about to oc-
cur, during the lag-time before the actual 
jack hammering and dust accumulation, 
no one knows what to do about anything 
that bi·ealcs, may break or need slight re-
pain.. Specifically, chairs that start to sag, 
lights that stop working, walls that need 
painting, sidewalks that need shoveling, 
food service that needs replacing (better 
keep the political issues out of this): basi-
cally any part of the Real Property. [This 
excludes th~ non-working change ma-
chine, the non-redeeming can return ma- . 
chine, the tables on the third floor of the 
library wired for lights but having no 
place to be plugged in, and the offensive 
garbage odor from the basement. I also 
exclude the HV AC, otherwise known as 
the oppressive Heating non-Ventilating 
VITA 
■ VITA, cont. from page 7 
income from legal sources. 
The IRS has assigned thousands of tax 
examiners to the non-filer program. Their 
focus will be on the taxpayer who inten-
tionally fail s to file a return. If agents call 
on you before you call on them, the "we-
will-not-criminally-prosecute" agreement 
is off. 
In conjunction with the Non-Filer Pro-
gram, the IRS has initiated a new program 
which complements VITA. The Prior Year 
Tax Assistance ("PYT A") program was 
recently initiated by the Internal Revenue 
Service in an effort to bring more taxpay-
ers into the system. IRS Commission..,r 
Margaret Milner Richardson has stated 
that PYTA' s purpose is to offer free tax 
help fornon-filers, focusing on prior years' 
returns. 
Traditionally, VITA has offered free 
services for only current year tax matters 
because VITA has not been trained or 
authorized to complete prior year income 
tax returns. This year, however, certain 
sites will be receiving the necessary train-
ing and offering services for non-filers 
and their prior year returns. 
Note: If you are interested if! partici-
pating in Boston College Chapter of the 
American Bar Association Law Student 
Division ("BC ABAILSD") VITA Pro-
gram, please come to the next BC ABAI 
LSD general meeting, or leave a message 
in the ABA mailbox. VITA is an excellent 
way.to get involved at BC and gain valu-
able experience. 
Finally I'd like to close by expressing 
my gratitude to Douglas Rogers, the ABAI 
LSD VITA National Director for working 
to bring VITA to us. I'd also like to thank 
him for allowing me to reproduce sub-
stantial portions of his publication, 
VIT ALINK, in this article. 
non-existent Air Conditioning]. 
Date: 
Building: 
Location: 
So stop complaining about the prob-
lems, things that go unnoticed become a 
nuisance. Do something, write the prob-
lem down on the handy form (see right). 
Who better to notice things that don' t 
work than those who use it everyday: you 
the students and faculty. Understandably, 
BCLS has a building department to fix 
things. In fact, a repairman came with the 
building as part of the purchase from the 
NewtonCollegeoftheSacredHeart.How-
ever, we share the electricians and plumb-
ers with the main campus, so don't expect 
immediate results. 
Description: ____________ _ 
So be creative, and take charge of the 
law school as it is about to unfold into a 
new beginning, and give it a little tuck 
around the cheeks to keep it looking nice. 
Next time you find a problem, fill out the 
form and drop it in my box, and I'll pass it 
along. 
PIEPER WANTS YOU 
\lll 
To SWITCH Your Bar Review! 
Don't lose money . because of a foolish 
mistake.! You can make a change without 
1using any money! Pieper will credit up to 
. 
review course. $300 put down on another 
AU you have t~ do is send in 
ment with your application. 
proof of pay-
IT'S THAT SIMPLE! 
SO DON'T WAIT!!! CALL NOW!!! 
PIEPER NEW YORK MULTISTATE BAR REVIEW, LTD. 
1-800-635-6569 
